ENGLISH SUMMERY

The Ecole nationale supérieure des arts visuels of La Cambre is a Brussels-based School of Art and Design that offers a wide array of educational programs both at Bachelor’s and Master’s levels.

Its five-year curricula are organised along 17 different departments, ranging from drawing, painting, engraving and sculpture, to photography, animation, stage set design, graphic design and communication, ceramics, industrial-, textile- and fashion design, interior design, paper- and book design (including bookbinding), conservation and restoration of artworks etc.

In addition to these specialised arts departments, which also include technical and technological courses and programs, a number of transdisciplinary workshops, courses and seminars are offered, both compulsory (at Bachelor level) and optional (at Master level): in the arts field (i.e. video, performance, digital media, accessories, etc), as well as in history, art criticism, philosophy, aesthetics, semiotics, literature, law, etc.

The 5-year programme also includes internships as artist’s or curator’s assistants, trainee-ships in the industry, art centres and museums or creative studios, etc.

The School actively takes part in the European Erasmus programme and has recently participated in international projects together with other art schools and universities around the world: the annual “Observatoire européen de l’Objet”, set up in 2004 in collaboration with Design Schools from Paris, Venice, Glasgow, Singapore and Tel Aviv; the biennial “Paper” workshop held together with the University of Kinki (Osaka); the annual “Architecture &Textile” workshop with the participation of several Architecture Schools in Europe, the yearly Fashion Design Summer classes organised in 2008 and 2009 together with the Art of Fashion Foundation (USA), restoration sites and workshops in Croatia, Egypt, Libya, Vietnam, etc. La Cambre successfully participates in numerous national and international contests in various fields such as: fashion and product design, graphic design, animated film, photography, contemporary art, etc. 

La Cambre also offers or takes part in two postgraduate programmes:

· the Agrégation programme dedicated to educational methods in the field of art and to the training of young artists on how to teach art subjects in secondary schools (to pupils aged 14 to 18)

· the doctoral programme (PhD) in Arts & Art Sciences set up by the Université Libre de Bruxelles (ULB) together with La Cambre and four other Brussels Art Schools.

In addition to its training programmes, La Cambre also organises public lectures and events such as exhibitions, public happenings and fashion shows and is also involved in publishing books, catalogues and DVDs. 

La Cambre counts around 700 students coming from 30 different countries, and a team around 250 teaching staff –among which around 100 lecturers, artists and art professionals as well as filmmakers, choreographers, writers or philosophers recruited on an annual basis for a specific workshop or lecture cycle etc. 

The School was founded in October 1927 by the famous artist and architect Henry van de Velde and a group of avant-garde Belgian artists of the time. Since its early beginnings, and according to the Bauhaus model, art, architecture and design have been intimately linked as part of the same creative movement and process. 

The school is located in Brussels, next to “Avenue Louise”, on the premises of the 16th century “La Cambre” Abbey, from which it gets its name. Today, it occupies four different buildings, two on the Abbey’s premises and two others at nearby locations.

La Cambre is a member of the Brussels-Wallonia European University Pole and a partner, within the transdisciplinary platform ARTes, of the Brussels Conservatory and the INSAS (National Institute of the Performing Arts).
An entrance exam is organised at the beginning of September –conditions and procedures can be found on the School web site. Main teaching language is French –a sufficient knowledge of French is absolutely needed to be admitted.

Some figures (2010-2011)
· 739 students

· 72% of students are female, 61% of students are non Belgian Europeans, 3% non Europeans

· 203 students in 1st year

· 75 students graduated in June 2010 at Bachelor level

· 62 students graduated in June 2010 at Master level

· Teaching staff members: 244, of which 96 professors (19 full-time)

· Administrative and technical staff: 29

Facilities

· Library: approximately 60.000 books (old and new) and about 40 subscribed journals, a mediatheque and a collection of precious works (rare and ancient works, bibliophile books, art collections, etc)

· 4 auditoriums and 1 small theatre (140 seats) + 2 video rooms

· Computer rooms: 3 rooms open to all and 4 classrooms (4 x 12 workstations)

· Shooting studios for filmmaking and photography

· Technical and carpenter’s workshop

· Print shop

· Numerous machines and devices (both traditional and modern technologies) 

· Cafeteria and restaurant

· Archives: Fonds Henry van de Velde: around 5000 documents (drawings and photographs), prototypes and objects

Information and visual material: www.lacambre.be
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